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LIST OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ACTIVITIES 
 
ACTIVITY TIMING 
Meeting – City Representatives / Stakeholder Departments 09 October 2006 

Meeting – NSRI and SANParks 24 October 2006 

Meeting – Ward Councillor 15 March 2007 

Informal liaison with NSRI and SANParks Ongoing 

Establishment of I&AP Database based on database of 

community organisations provided by the Councillor.  

Organisations based in Fish Hoek, Misty Cliffs, Kommetjie, 

Ocean View, Scarborough and Masiphumele formed the basis of 

the I&AP database. 

June 2007 

Background Information Document prepared and sent to I&APs  Week of 11 and 18 June 

Advertisement and Site Notification Week of 9 July 2007 

Public Information Sharing Session  30 July 2007 

Draft Basic Assessment Report provided to City of Cape Town, 

NSRI and SANParks  

7 August 2007 

 

 
Summary of outcomes of the above activities: 

 

• A comprehensive list of I&APs was obtained from the Ward Councillor.  There were no 

additional responses from the newspaper advertisements or from the site notice. 

• The raising of issues in response to the Background Information Document.  Two responses in 

terms of issues were received.  A number of parties expressed interest in attending an Information 

Sharing Session. 

• The invitation to the Information Sharing Session was sent to all I&APs on the database, not only 

those that expressed an interest in attending.  The invitations were issued 2 weeks before the 

session. 

• The notes from the Information Sharing Session were circulated to all I&APs on the database as 

well as all participants.  Feedback was received from one participant. 

 



 

Notes from a meeting at Witsands slipway site of 9 October 2006 
 

1. List of attendees. 
 
Name Organisation 
Jan Fourie City of Cape Town – Sport & Recreation 

Carmen van der Westhuizen Bergstan 

Keith Mackie Specialist Coastal Engineer (subconsultant to Bergstan) 

Howard Gold City of Cape Town 

M-J Morris MEGA 

Andi Thembani MEGA 

 
2. Objectives of the meeting 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to obtain input on issues of concern about the Witsands slipway 

from the relevant Departments at the City of Cape Town.   

 
3. Discussion 
 

• The upgrade of the Witsands slipway and the parking area is being funded through DEAT’s 

poverty relief fund. 
 

• The City own the land and the slipway.  Slipways are the responsibility of the Department of Sport 

& Recreation at the City of Cape Town.  The management of many of the slipways is outsourced 

through organisations (e.g. boat club) leasing the facility from the City. 
 

• The Witsands slipway has not been leased.  Management of the slipway is an issue for the City 

from a resources / capacity perspective. 
 

• The slipway is used mainly by the Ocean View Fishing Community. 
 

• Kommetjie is not suitable for the launching of bigger boats (>5m length) as is occurring now.  

This is due to the fact that the Witsands slipway is not ideal for boat launching as it has a flat 

gradient.  The upgrade of the Witsands slipway is therefore a priority. 
 

• SANParks is an important stakeholder due to the Marine Protected Area.  NSRI is an important 

stakeholder due to the potential increase in sea rescues in the Witsands area, once the slipway has 

been upgraded.   

 

• A meeting needs to be arranged with SANParks and NSRI to discuss their requirements and 

concerns.  There is an opportunity to provide a building for them on site.  The building is not 

included in the scope of the poverty relief funding, but it should be included in the EIA process. 
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Notes from the meeting held on the 24 October at SANParks offices in Redhill. 
 
 
4. List of attendees. 
 
Name Organisation 
Robin Adams SANPARKS 

Ian Klopper NSRI 

Lloyd Johnston NSRI 

Carmen van der Westhuizen Bergstan 

Howard Gold City of Cape Town 

M-J Morris MEGA 

Andi Thembani MEGA 

 
5. Objectives of the meeting 
 
The meeting was introduced by Mary-Jane Morris of MEGA (Morris Environmental and 

Groundwater Alliances).   

 

The City of Cape Town agreed to progress NSRI’s Kommetjie application as a matter of urgency, 

given that NSRI had shown their willingness to consider having a satellite station at Kommetjie and a 

main station at witsand.She explained that MEGA is responsible for conducting the EIA process for 

the proposed Witsands boat launch site. The objectives of the meeting were therefore to: 

 

• Discuss concerns and issues about the project that the NSRI and SANParks, as key stakeholders, 

may have. 

• Discuss the requirements of SANParks and NSRI if they were to locate in the proposed building 

at the Witsands’ boat launch site. 

 
6. Discussion 
 
The City of Cape Town noted the following: 

 

• The upgrade of the slipway at Witsands is needed to make fishing safer.  

• The problem at Kommetjie is the use of this slipway by big boats and semi-commercial fishing 

boats. The slipway at Kommetjie is not suitable for this.  Hence there are too many boats at peak 

time with resulting congestion in the water. 

• There are various social issues at Kommetjie such as overcrowding at the slipway, traffic and 

noise.  
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• Once Witsands is upgraded commercial operations will not be allowed at Kommetjie. There will 

be are tighter controls in Kommetjie, such as enforcement of the 5m limit on boats that can use 

this slipway. 

• Access boom to be moved for incorporated access to Witsand. 

• The management of the slipway is a concern. 

• The City of Cape Town agreed to progress NSRI’s Kommetjie application as a matter of urgency.   

 

Input from the NSRI and SANParks comprised the following points:  

 

• NSRI service the community of Ocean View and cray fishing at Kommetjie. 

• Most fishing rescues that are high pressure rescues are around pond near the Kommetjie slipway.  

Close and quick access is needed to this area. It takes too long to reach this area from Witsand or 

Hout Bay.  Thus, NSRI would like a small building, tap and toilet at Kommetjie (i.e. satellite 

station). NSRI are willing to consider having a main base at Witsand and small duck with toilet at 

Kommetjie (i.e. satellite station). 

• Rescues involving commercial fishermen will move across to Witsand when the slipway has been 

upgraded. 

• Have main base at Witsand and small duck with toilet at Kommetjie (i.e. satellite)  

• The building at Witsand needs to be protected from theft and be secure. Security is a major 

concern for NSRI. 

• NSRI will proceed in this discussion as long as they don’t loose the satellite station at Kommetjie. 

• Timeframe is of concern as NSRI need adequate facilities urgently. 

• SANParks see themselves as managing slipways, slipways provide entry into MPA (marine 

protected areas) and Witsands could provide an example of a well developed and operated 

slipway.  

• SANParks stated that they are committed to locating at Witsands. 

• SANParks are prepared to manage the Witsands slipway: 

 

General points that were noted were as follows: 

 

• Visual impact of the building is potentially a significant concern. It was noted that an artist’s 

impression of the building would be required to assess the potential visual impact. The NSRI 

agreed to look into this. 

• The question as to who would fund the building was raised. Bergstan explained that the funding 

that has been made available by DEAT (Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism) is 

only for the slipway and includes the EIA. The EIA will include the building. Essentially, therefore 

NSRI and SANParks will be provided with a piece of land for which approval for developing a 

building has been obtained. 

• Security presence would be preferable during night time or else lasers should be installed. 

• The physical requirements for the building were discussed and initial input provided as follows: 

− Garages must be 12x5m (inside width) for parking of a 9m long boat. 

− Garages for vehicles need to be 6x3m.  

− The garages will need to be 4m high. 

− Ideally 4 garages will be required for NSRI and SANParks. 

− Offices are required – these could be located above the garages (i.e. second floor). 

− Aerials will be shared. 

− The roof must be secure, a concrete roof was suggested. 

− The roof must have a look out area and aerials. 
 



 
Notes from the meeting with Councillor Holderness 

     

15 March 2007 
 

Introduction 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to obtain the views, concerns and recommendations of the Ward 

Councillor (from Ward 61), her views, concerns and recommendations regarding the Witsands 

proposed project.  The meeting was held at the Council offices next to the Fish Hoek Library on 15 

March 2007: 

Discussion Points 
 
• The members of the fishing community currently use the area and have fairly ambitious plans for 

it.  The fishing community has a commercial vision for this site (e.g. including a restaurant 

something like the Strandloper).  From the City’s point of view, however the first priority is to get 

the slipway up and running. 

 

• The management of the slipway is a major concern.  The fishing community will want to be / 

hope to be included as part of the management team.  Management should take the form of a 

partnership. 

 

• The fishing community does not have a united body that represents them.  Nonetheless, it is 

essential to communicate with them and in this regard the Councillor would like to call a meeting 

once the consultants have adequate information available about the project. 

 

• The fishing people will need a shed for storage of equipment and for emergency repairs.  There 

should be facilities for the cleaning of fish.  These items need to be catered for in the planning and 

design of the site. 

 

• Public safety is a major concern – the slipway is not safe to use.  Another concern is that the 

slipway represents an under-utilised, even a wasted asset. 

 

• Security will need to be provided for the building.  Since Soetwater belongs to the city, it makes 

sense to have one entrance for Soetwater and Witsands and 24 hour security would be logical.  

Communication is another issue that needs to be considered.  Communication systems are 

extremely important especially for security. 

   

• It would be a good idea for building maintenance to be low, no brass or copper fittings because of 

theft.  The finish and design of the building should be determined by the need for low 
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maintenance and security needs.  Rock should be used on the exterior of the building instead of 

painted surfaces, if possible. 

 
• Soetwater has been the used by communities for several decades with many families using the area 

for generations.  A photo history should be created. 

 
• The crayfish factory paid for the water connection and electricity. The team will try and find out if 

they can connect to them.   

 
• Underground connections instead of overhead, are recommended for water and electricity 

connections.  The site should be well sign posted and there should be signage from the road. 

 
 

 



 
 

NOTES FROM THE INFORMATION SHARING SESSION ON THE WITSANDS 
SLIPWAY UPGRADE PROJECT 

 
Held at the Community Centre Boardroom in Ocean View on 30 July 2007 

 
Background 
 
A project to upgrade the Witsands slipway has been mooted for several years.  With the successful 

application for poverty relief funding from the Department of Environmental Affairs & Tourism, the 

planning and design of the slipway upgrade is in the process of being completed.  Since the project is a 

Listed Activity in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, it requires 

environmental authorization from the Department of Environmental Affairs & Development 

Planning (DEA&DP).  The project is subject to a Basic Assessment.  It is necessary to undertake a 

public participation process and in the case of this project, it was decided to hold an information 

sharing session.  The need for such an interaction was identified on the basis of discussion with the 

Councillor for the area, Councillor Holderness.  A database of community organizations was provided 

by Councillor Holderness and all organizations in the Fish Hoek, Kommetjie, Masiphumelele, Ocean 

View and Scarborough areas were invited to the session.  In addition, the project was advertised in the 

False Bay Echo and Die Burger.  No additional parties registered their interest in response to the 

advertisement. 

 
The information session was conducted in an informal manner.  An introduction to the project was 
provided by MEGA, in which the three elements of the project were outlined.  These are the slipway 
upgrade, upgrade of the parking area and the construction of a new building in place of the derelict 
garage/stores building.  Keith Mackie, the design engineer responded to queries on the slipway design.  
The session was held from 3pm until 6.30pm.  The attendance register is attached to this document.  
 
Discussion 
 
Various issues and concerns were raised.  These have been categorized into issues and are captured 
below:  

 
1. Lease and management of the slipway 
 
• The Ocean View Community Fishing Forum has been in discussions with the NSRI and City of 

Cape Town around the lease of the slipway and the management thereof. 

• There has not been any discussion with the Forum regarding the building at Witsands for the 

NSRI and SANParks. 

• It was noted that some people in NSRI have stated that the organization is not interested in 

Witsands and the preference is to stay at Kommetjie.   
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• The option of having SANParks as the sole management agency for the slipway is not accepted.  

Management must be via a joint structure involving all relevant parties, including the Ocean View 

Community Fishing Forum. 

• There is concern that the City of Cape Town officials are negotiating in bad faith about the 

management of the slipway.  Discussions have been underway for 4-5 years.  The Ocean View 

community has been given to understand that they will be involved in the management of this 

facility and are concerned to hear that SANParks may take this management responsibility.  This 

could result in the fishing community being excluded.  Furthermore, there is concern about 

SANParks’ management style – decisions will be made without any consultation.  SANParks focus 

is on the international tourists. 

• The fishing community needs to be consulted before any major decisions are taken. 

• The fishermen that use the slipway are trained skippers and have also received training in business 

skills. 

 

2. Access 
 

Two issues in respect of access were raised: 

 

• Access to the sea during construction is of concern as it will take place during the fishing season. 

• If SANParks is selected as the responsible management authority, this could lead to access being 

limited or even removed through mechanisms such as entrance fees, which are unaffordable for 

poor communities in the area and/or putting up fences and gates.  This has been the experience 

with SANParks elsewhere.  Other mechanisms that are used to “keep people out” are the presence 

of rare or endangered species. There is word that SANParks are to take over Soetwater.  This is of 

great concern from an access point of view, as many families have been holidaying / visiting this 

area for generations.  If SANParks take this area over, access will slowly but surely be lost to the 

people who have been using Soetwater.    

 

3. Monitoring of Marine Resources  
 

• Poaching is a problem.  The Ocean View Community Fishing Forum is working with MCM on 

this issue.   

• The forum is in discussion with MCM on the recruitment of honorary monitors. 

• The forum is also working with the MCM on changes to recreational permits. 

. 

4. Design of the slipway 
 

• The Engineer should discuss the design of the slipway with the fishermen. 

• The design must be such as to provide safe entry and exit to and from the sea in the long-term. 

• The slipway is better if there is some sand on it – this allows for safe landing, particularly when the 

sea is surging.  There is concern that boats will be damaged when landing on the upgraded 

concrete slipway.  Many of the fishermen expressed concern that with the steepness of the slipway 

and the fact that it will be concrete, there is a high risk of their boats being significantly damaged.  

The current design will not provide safe conditions in the long-term. 

• Consideration should be given to locating the slipway on the flat rocks closer to the crayfish 

factory should be considered.   

• The forum suggested for the engineer to visit the site with them so that he could be able to see 

and make his decision on the design based on different conditions. 

• The parking for boats needs to be close to water. 



• The design of the slipway will not solve the problems the fishermen experience particularly at low 

tide, with spring low tide being the most difficult.   

• The design needs to take account of the fishermen’s experience and knowledge as they know the 

sea conditions very well. 

• The slipway needs to be wider than it is now. 

• The forum suggested that the construction process done in the off season (July-October), because 

on the on-season the slipway is in use almost daily. 

 

NOTES:  A site visit was held on 31 July which was attended by some of the fishermen and the 

design engineer Keith Mackie.  It was agreed that if an additional section of rock were to be removed, 

this would provide a safe beach area for fishermen to use for landing purposes, if the sea conditions 

make the slipway unsuitable.  Provided that this could be achieved, it was felt that the upgrade of the 

existing slipway should be progressed rather than looking at a new location for the slipway.  Access to 

the sea during construction is essential and in this regard, the fishermen need to be able to use the 

Kommetjie facility.  Subsequently, at a meeting arranged by the City of Cape Town on 15 August, 

2007 it was agreed that the slipway upgrade should go ahead according to the design prepared and that 

the use of the slipway would be monitored to identify whether any problems are being experienced.  

The City of Cape Town has undertaken to address any problems, should these arise.   

 

5. Proposed Building 
 

• Historically the derelict building was used by the fishing community for storage and is therefore of 

importance to the community.  The rent/charge for using these storage sheds was increased and it 

became too expensive, with the result that the fishermen could no longer afford to use them. 

• An office for the Ocean View Fishing Forum in the building and the provision of storage space 

would be an advantage. 

• There is no need for facilities to wash and clean fish as the fishing companies take delivery of the 

fresh fish from the fishermen at Witsands.  They send their trucks to collect the fish. 

• The building looks like something that would be associated with a National Park that appeals to 

international visitors.  It is not something that one would associate with a community atmosphere.  

Witsands has a community atmosphere and the building will spoil this – it needs to be more 

“people friendly” in scale and its design needs to be more in keeping with the area. 

 

6. Need for the upgrading of the slipway 
 

• The refurbishment of the slipway is long over-due. 

• The unemployment rate in Ocean View is close to 60%, therefore it is important to maximize 

local labour.   

• The project team should provide the community with the requirements for labour and the 

community will help source the appropriate skills. 

• The upgrading of the slipway has been discussed for many years.  It is time to get moving on the 

project. 

 

7. Effect on the existing crayfish factory 
 

• Concern that access to the factory could be affected by construction activities. 

• The effect of construction process on the filtration system which draws in water, particularly if 

stirring up of silt is caused. 

• The blasting of rock could cause vibrations The blasting of rock could have some effect 



  

8. Use by commercial operations 
 

• There is concern that the Witsands will turn out to be like Miller’s Point, where commercial 

fishermen have become dominant and the area has become over-crowded.   

• The point was made that if Witsands is designed in a manner that suits commercial boats, it will be 

in demand by commercial operators.  Whilst this may be environmentally beneficial since the 

distance to travel to the fishing grounds is shorter than from Miller’s Point, it poses a risk of 

squeezing the smaller, traditional fishermen out of the area. 

 
 
Attendees 
   
Name Organisation E-mail Tel Fax 
Joseph Johnson Ocean View Civic Association  7834178 0721092430 
Shaheeda Rasdien Ocean View Neighbourhood Development 

programme 
Rasdien@webmail.co.za/ 
bica@smartcape.co.za 

7834178 0720782511 

Lionel Gee Kommetjie Boat Club lionelgee@telkomsa.net 7832881  
Francois Wessels Ocean View Fishermen Forum  7831606 7832002 
Claude Adams Fishermen  0733671538 7831343 (t/f) 
R Lawrence Fisherman  7834220 0835070902 
L Hendricks Ocean View Community Fishing Forum Witsands2@mweb.net 7833458 7833458 
J Cooloosamy Ocean View Community  7831364  
Ebrahiem Manuel  Ocean View Development Trust  783 4178  
Wayne Barnes Light House Fisheries (Foodcorp PTY/LTD) barnes@mweb.co.za 7851477 7851477 
Sandy Barnes Light House Fisheries (Foodcorp PTY/LTD) barnes@mweb.co.za 7851477 7851477 
Keith Mackie Keith Mackie Consulting Coastal Engineer keith@mackie.co.za 7902263  
Jan Labuschagne Parmalat Enviro Centre (Soetwater) & KEAG  seec@telkomsa.net 7830242 7830243 
Francois Pistorius Scarborough Recreation fpistorious@Gmail.com 7801399  
Nick Steytler Kommetjie resident nicksteytler@telkomsa.net 7834565 7834565 
Mary-Jane Morris MEGA mj@megateam.co.za 7905793 7905793 
Coleen Bullock MEGA mega@megateam.co.za 7905793 7905793 
Andiswa Thembani MEGA andi@megateam.co.za 7905793 7905793 

 



PHOTOGRAPHS – Information sharing session of 30 July 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants in the Information Sharing Workshop of 30 July 
2007.  Note the posters on the wall in the background. 

Mr. Keith Mackie, specialist coastal design engineer, 
explaining the design for the upgrading of the slipway 

Mary-Jane Morris and Keith Mackie responding to various 
questions about the project 
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